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held by the Lithuanians. During 1919 and the first half of 1920
they were neutral in the war between Poland and the Bolsheviks,
but after the treaty between Soviet Russia and Lithuania on July
12,1920, Lithuanian troops took possession of the Suvalki district,
though it had been recognized as Polish by the Supreme Council.
The Polish Government demanded its return by Lithuania,
who refused. But it was occupied by the Poles by the beginning
of September without bloodshed; the Lithuanians, however,
began an action against the Poles at Seyny, which they took
on September 2, and for some time conducted small operations
in collaboration with the Bolsheviks.
BATTLE OF THE NIEMEN
Next followed the Battle of the Niemen, of which little was
heard in Western Europe, though in the opinion of some good
judges it was more important from both the military and political
points of view than the Battle of Warsaw. Still less was heard
of the Battle of the Szczara which partly synchronized with that
of the Niemen. Faury, the French general who as a lieutenant-
colonel was in 1920 attached to the staff of Skierski during
Pilsudski's manoeuvre, and was subsequently director of the
Polish War Academy, always maintained that the two battles
together, which completed the defeat of Tukhachevsky, were
of greater significance than the Battle of Warsaw.
The battles together constituted a knock-out blow to the
Bolshevik World Revolution so far as the West was concerned—
a fact of literally enormous importance. Not all the Poles approved
this fresh offensive, and prominent soldiers, politicians and
others advised against it. When leaving Warsaw on August 27
Weygand expressed the hope that the Polish Army would not be
drawn too far in pursuit of the enemy, "a thing which might
occasion regrettable misunderstandings with the Allies." Pilsudski,
however, had made up his mind to crush the Bolsheviks and
relieve Poland of their menace for years to come. He succeeded,
and relieved Europe of it at the same time.
In the second week of September the forces of Tukhachevsky
stretched from Grodno to the Pripet mashes; beyond Grodno

